Open Hours

Tuesday-Sunday 9:00 am.— 16:30 pm.
Closed on Mondays and Chinese New Year Holiday.

Regu| ations 1. Please obey the entrance capacity.
2. No smoking, food and beverage.

3. Please do not enter the room and the
Zen garden unless invited by interpreters.
4. Please do not throw rocks into the garden.

Getting Here

Due to limited parking near the garden, visitors are advised
to take public transportation systems.
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ciated by the general public.

@ Botanical Garden : Bus line 1, 242, 624, 907, BL28, or Heping Main Line
@ Sanyuan St. Entrance : Bus line 204, 630

© Jianguo High School (Experimental Primary School) - Bus line 1, 204, 630
@ Jianguo High School (NatiMuseum of History) - Bus line 1, 204, 630

By Metro

& MRT- Xiaonanmen station, take exit 3.

Superintendent | Yue-Hsing Huang ~ Author | Ke-Ting Chen, and Gene-Sheng Tung

Photos | Ke-Ting Chen, Gene-Sheng Tung, and Chung-Twn Kuo * Translator | Jennifer Lai

Address | Taipei Botanical Garden, Taiwan Forestry Research Institute, Council of
Agriculture: 53 Nan-Hai Road, TAIPEI 10066 Taiwan

Website | http://tpbg tfri.gov.tw
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NANMON-
CHO 323

ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES

The architecture of the building is reminiscent of the old
Japanese style, seen in other buildings that remain in
Taiwan. There are two main rooms — the zashiki to
receive guests and the ima used for family. Inside the
zashiki, there is an alcove used to showcase valuable
collections and family symbols. Next to the alcove, there
is a section called tokowaki, which is used for storage and
more showcase shelves. When more space is needed, the
fusuma, or sliding doors between these two compart-
ments, can be removed. The outer walls of the building
were also constructed in Japanese fashion, using a special
style rainproof board designed to shield against inclement
weather.

The Karesansui garden, or Zen garden, was designed by
Oguchi Motomi. Three features (kare-san-sui) are
represented in the minimalistic design. All the compo-
nents are stripped to the bare essentials (kare) so visitors
can appreciate the natural beauty. Mountains (san) are
represented by the rocks, while the raked gravel gives a
sense of following water (sui). These key design elements
are combined to create a peaceful place for quiet contem-
plation. This garden style has spiritual significance to the
Japanese culture.

This garden is currently used as an exhibition hall but is
also designed to be a tea garden for visitors.

NANMON-
CHO 323

ARCHITECTURAL FLOOR PLAN
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CRAED (W&RIZEL D) berm

. :EFEIEJ (‘c’.i) dirt floor

. EDHE (%Vﬁ NS 715) up stile

. ﬂ]ﬂ'ﬁ (ab L /)) Japanese-style room

LB (P72 A) atami

L RFE (8 2L 5) alcove post

RO/ (8 2D F) alcove

7N ( EZb eé’) section of a room next to the alcove

9. %ﬁ (v&? i) sliding door to create partition within the house
10. {%ﬂr{ﬁ% (ﬁ&?/tx)_ /u) outdoor step/bench

11. F'k ( pABN ( 7)) a space to store the rain shade boards
12. l§F (H £ L) rain shade boards

13. BQj“ ( L x '>) L) sliding doors between the hallway and the room,
usually made with thin papers so more light can
pass through
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